Cognitive changes associated with cancer and cancer therapy: patient assessment and education.
To provide a comprehensive review of assessment strategies used to determine cancer- and/or cancer treatment-related cognitive changes. Review and synthesis of review articles, databased resources. Although several assessment strategies have been used to determine cancer- and/or cancer treatment-related cognitive changes, definitive standards have yet to be established. Further studies are needed to provide insight into practical and sensitive assessment tools to recognize cognitive changes that can be used in the clinical setting. The nurse's awareness of cognitive concerns is essential for patient education and determination of when patients may need to be referred for more extensive evaluations.